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WHERE 
IS IT?



Louisiana is bordered to the west by Texas, to the north by Arkansas, to the east

by the state of Mississippi and to the south by the Gulf of Mexico.



Louisiana rivers are Amite River, Mississippi River, Little River, Ouachita River, 

and many others. The Mississippi River is one of the world’s major river systems 

in size. It is the second longest river in North America, flowing from its source at 

Lake Itasca through the center of the continental United States to the Gulf of 

Mexico.
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The lakes are Caddo Lake, Grand Lake and many others
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Louisiana has a subtropical climate. 

Summers are hot and humid and the winters are mild and short.



The first Europeans to arrive in Louisiana were Spanish explorers. First came

Panfilo de Narvaez in 1528 and then Hernando de Soto in 1543.



French explorer Robert de La Salle sailed down the Mississippi River and 

claimed much of the interior of North America for France. He called this land the 

Louisiana Territory after King Louis XIV. 



The first permanent settlement in Louisiana was the city of Natchitoches. Over

the next several years, more French began to settle the region, especially along

the Mississippi River.
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In 1803, the United States purchased Louisiana from France as part of the

Louisiana Purchase. On April 30, 1812, Louisiana was admitted as the 18th

state.



From 1812 to 1815 the United States fought a war with Britain called the War of 

1812. 



When Abraham Lincoln was elected president in 1861, Louisiana joined the rest of the 
southern states in seceding from the United States. They joined a new country called
the Confederate States of America. However, part of the Union military strategy was
to gain control of the Mississippi River including the port of New Orleans. When the 
war ended in 1865, the state was readmitted into the Union in 1868.



The flag of Louisiana depicts the coat of arms of the state, a pelican, the

motto is union, justice and confidence.



RELIGION

There are different religions but the majority of people is Catholic.



LANGUAGE

In Louisiana there isn’t only one language. People speak French, English, and African
languages.



The French Quarter, also known as the Vieux Carré or the “Quarter”

to locals, sits on a crescent in the Mississippi River on some of the

highest ground in New Orleans. Not only is it the city’s cultural hub,

but it is also a community where residents take time to welcome

visitors in the streets.

The French Quarter at
night.







The origins of Mardi Gras can be traced to medieval Europe, passing

through Rome and Venice in the 17th and 18th centuries to the French

House of the Bourbons.

In the decades that followed, New Orleans and other French settlements began 

marking the holiday with street parties, masked balls and lavish dinners.



Louisiana is the only state in which Mardi Gras is a legal holiday. 

Mardi Gras is actually Fat Tuesday in French. 

During the carnival season, people parade in masks and fancy dresses/mardi

gras costumes. 



The blues has deep roots in American history, particularly African-American history.

The blues originated on Southern plantations in the 19th Century. Its inventors

were slaves, ex-slaves and the descendants of slaves.

The blues grew up in the Mississippi Delta just upriver from New Orleans, the

birthplace of jazz. Blues and jazz have always influenced each other, and they still

interact in countless ways today.



COOKING

In Louisiana there are two types of cuisine: Creole and Cajun

CREOLE:
Creole cuisine, like its people, is a blend of French, Spanish, Native 

American, and African traditions. 

CAJUN:
Cajun cuisine is a simpler, more rustic style of food, with entire meals 

often made in one pot. 



The Magnolia is the state flower



Louisiana has the tallest state capitol building in the United States; the building is 450 feet tall with 34 floors



Mardi Gras begins after Twelfth Night, on Epiphany, and ends on Fat Tuesday, the day before Ash 
Wednesday


